
The year of 2019 is already half over! 
It seems like yesterday we were 
ringing in the new year, welcoming 
our new Mission Center Financial 

Officer, Donald Welch, and anticipating what 
2019 would hold for our mission center and for 
each of us individually.
 I remember wondering what my first year 
of being a Caravan staff member was going to 
look like. I had no idea what to expect, but I 
can tell you now that it has been one of the best 
experiences I’ve had working (and playing) with our youth! The five huddles we’ve shared 
have been a blessing to me and have given me so much hope for our church—not just its 
future, but its present. By the time you read this, Caravan will have returned from our trip 
to California, and I have no doubt that those blessings we’ve experienced during our huddle 
weekends will have continued in abundance. Take some time this summer to talk to those 
youth who participated in Caravan, and ask them about their experiences. They are excited 
to share them with everyone in the mission center!
 I was also excited for World Conference in Independence, Missouri, in April, as well 
as a planned one-week trip to Ireland the week prior with my daughter and mother. That 
one week turned into three when my mother fell ill and was hospitalized while in Ireland. 
I was beyond disappointed to miss World Conference, but what I learned during that 
unplanned, extended stay was the blessing (and spiritual practice) of letting go. I had to let 
go of my plans, my agenda, and my excitement and just rest in the present. I had to accept 
what “was” and let go of what was “supposed to be.” That’s hard! But the generosity and 
outpouring of love and concern humbled us and reminded me that occasionally in life, we 
must lean into our disappointment, allow others to reach out to us, and graciously accept 
those blessings of compassion, generosity, and concern. I was frequently the recipient of the 
kindness of strangers during those three weeks, through what were small acts in reality, but 
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7-13—Family Reunion, Samish Island
13-17—NW Singles Reunion, Samish Island

AUGUST 2019
3-9—Family Reunion, Remote
24-25—Young Adult Campout, Naten’s 
property

SEPTEMBER 2019
14—Mystics Workshop, Bend
20-22—Alaska Retreat, Camp Li-Wa
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27-29—Women’s Retreat, Samish Island
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which were huge blessings in our situation. 
Yes, I missed a big, important event in our 
church that I should have experienced, but I 
experienced a life lesson in humility, faith, 
and generosity in exchange. Frequently, 
those things we expect to happen a particu-
lar way... don’t. Sometimes they turn out 
better, sometimes not. Most often, they land 
somewhere in between.
 So far, this year is also turning into a 
year of unexpected transitions for our mis-
sion center, especially in terms of our staff. 
We are saying goodbye to three members of 
mission center staff as they move on to new 
adventures.

val walker resigns: june 1
 Portland Pastor 
Val Walker, 
along with hus-
band Ken and son 
Nate, departed 
for Independence, 
Missouri, in early 
June. Val was 
employed by 

Portland Congregation and served as their 
pastor since 2014. In March, Val shared:

  The Walker family will be mov-
ing from Portland to the Independence, 
Missouri area in late spring/early sum-
mer. We are excited to semi-retire and 
share time with our new granddaughter 
due in June (and her mom and dad of 
course!). Portland Congregation will be 
going through a period of discernment as 
they determine how best to fill the pastor 
role and maintain its many community 
connections and ministries. We look for-
ward to sharing our ministry wherever 
God leads in our new home.
  We want to thank GPNW for host-
ing us over these past five-plus years. It’s 
a beautiful section of God’s creation, with 
terrific people bringing gospel-inspired 
ministry. We will miss you all so much.

karen beckman householder 
resigns: july 1
 Karen Beckman Householder, 
GPNW Communications Administrator, 
has accepted a new full-time position as 
a school administrator. Karen has served 
as Mission Center Communications 
Administrator since April 2008. Her final 

day in her current 
mission center 
role was Friday, 
June 28. However, 
she will continue 
supporting the 
mission center on 
an as-needed basis 
through the sum-
mer.
 Over the past 11-plus years, Karen 
has created and/or expanded a number of 
communications services in our mission 
center. The Chinook, our weekly emailed 
NewsBriefs, our mission center website 
(www.cofchrist-gpnw.org) and online 
calendar, our Mission Center Conference 
materials (including creating the theme 
design), the annual Camping Ministries 
materials, as well as countless electronic 
announcements, beautifully printed flyers 
and bulletin inserts, are all examples of 
Karen’s professional and creative accom-
plishments. She has also been instrumental 
in creating online information and regis-
tration materials for the many camps and 
events held throughout the year, moving us 
to almost 100 percent electronic registration 
for these events. These are just a portion 
of the many services with which she has 
provided us, and I don’t think it would be 
an exaggeration to say that each of us in 
the GPNW Mission Center has benefited 
greatly from her contributions. Hers will be 
difficult, if not impossible, shoes to fill. 
 Our deepest gratitude is expressed to 
Karen for her many years of quality, profes-
sional service, creativity, and knowledge-
able guidance in navigating the vast world 
of communications within and beyond our 
mission center. We wish her the very best in 
her new role!

pam cress retires: september 1
 GPNW Adult Formation Specialist 

Pam Cress shared 
in April her inten-
tion to retire from 
mission center 
employment at 
the end of August 
2019, after almost 
four years with us: 
  Dear friends 

and loved ones in Christ: I am eligible 

for retirement on September 1, 2019, and 
after much prayer and discernment have 
chosen to make that happen. Eric and I 
will stay in the mission center and look 
forward to continuing to serve along with 
you in Christ’s mission here. I will be 
forever grateful for the prayers and lov-
ing support you have offered, both in the 
surgery and treatment for my recent can-
cer as well as during the sudden collapse 
and death of my father. My mother will be 
moving from the Midwest to live with us 
in the near future, and I need to be free 
to balance my time and energy on family 
matters as well as ministry.
  It has been my privilege and joy 
to serve the church in full-time ministry 
for over 17 years. I look forward to new 
opportunities for service and ministry yet 
to come! Please hear my heartfelt grati-
tude for the years I have had to share 
with you all in the GPNW Mission Center 
and for the spiritual and relational home 
you continue to offer to Eric and me—
and my mother, too!

 The Leadership Team has created a 
new position which will incorporate many 
of Karen’s primary responsibilities, along 
with several ministerial responsibilities 
currently part of Pam’s position. Until that 
position is filled, however, please send 
communications-related requests to Jill 
Brunette at jbrunette@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 
and, as a team, we will do our best to con-
tinue the excellent communication services 
to which you’ve become accustomed under 
Karen’s direction.
 Join me in thanking Val, Karen, Pam, 
and their families for their contributions, 
leadership, and ministry as valuable mem-
bers of the GPNW Mission Center staff. We 
will miss you all!
 As 2019 continues to unfold, one thing 
is certain: we will navigate whatever comes 
our way—expected or unexpected, chal-
lenging or not—with grace, determination, 
and, yes, even excitement! In the face of 
unexpected events and challenges, we have 
an opportunity to be creative, to experi-
ment with new ways of solving problems, 
and, always, to discern the invitation God is 
extending to us in those challenges.

continued from page 1
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new expressions foster 
relationships
by Sean Langdon, GPNW Invitation Support Minister

Ihave fond memories of grow-
ing up in Everett Congrega-
tion (which, with a move to a 
new area, became Cedarcrest 

Congregation). Some of those 
memories are connected to what we 
called “Midmonth.” Our Midmonth 
activity happened on a Wednesday 
night in the middle of the month 
and would always feature a potluck 
and activity. Sometimes the activ-
ity would be an intergenerational 
worship, and other times it would 
be a game, craft, 
etc. Every month 
it would be in a 
diff erent home of 
a family from the 
congregation. 
 Oh, how I used 
to love being in the 
diff erent homes of 
our church friends 
when I was grow-
ing up. There was 
something very 
inviting about those 
personal sacred spaces n which our 
church families dwelled. To invite 
another person into your home is 
to be vulnerable enough to show 
others what matters most in your 
life. It’s the pictures of family, your 
grandma’s china, and drawings on 
the fridge that your child made in 
school. It’s also showing them the 
stain on the carpet, the dirty dishes 
in the sink, and the unfi ltered way 
your family interacts with each 
other. To be this vulnerable with oth-
ers is to authentically share your life 
with one another. 
 The best thing about these 
events is that it was the perfect op-
portunity to invite friends to come 
with us. We used to always have a 
car full of friends from our neighbor-
hood. Often times, our neighbors 
would come too and follow us in 
their car. We proudly invited, and 

people always wanted to come back. 
That is because it met a relational 
need in their life. You see, Mid-
month was a safe place for all. It 
was neutral territory, if you will. 
We would gather, break bread, and 
share in life with one another. It was 
a place to form, enrich, and deepen 
relationships with others. 
 We are being invited to share 
in “New Expressions” of ministry 
in the life of Community of Christ. 
Simply said, New Expressions are 

those ministries which 
allow us to form, enrich, 
and deepen relationships 
with others. New Expres-
sions aren’t designed 
to lead people to 11 am 
Sunday morning worship. 
Though that could cer-
tainly happen, New Ex-
pressions aren’t intended 
to lead people to church. 
They are a recognition 
that on its own, it is us 
“being” the church. For 

wherever we are sharing in life with 
others, Christian community is form-
ing.
 If I were to begin a Midmonth 
activity out of my home today, it 
would be considered a New Expres-
sion of ministry. The church began 
in homes and public spaces, and we 
are being called to experience a re-
birth by doing so again. So, let’s risk 
a little as we live out our discipleship 
and create something new. Let us 
explore the ways that God is invit-
ing us to create New Expressions of 
ministry where we live, work, and 
play.

3

karolyn 
sharp and 
mark taylor are married 
in bothell, washington on june 8

special events
 mission center

weddings
Keely O’Keefe, Redmond 
Congregation, married 
Ross Robino, Rogue 
Valley Congregation, 
on May 26 in Medford, 
Oregon. (See photo, right.)

Karolyn Sharp, Crystal Springs Congregation, and 
Mark Taylor were married on 
June 8 in Bothell, Washington. 
(See photo at top.)

ordinations
Amelia Barker to Priest—Eugene 
(See photo, right.)
Traci Sahlberg to Teacher—
Cowlitz Valley

blessings
Delaney Jo Hunter—Woodland Park
Avery Lou Long—Rainier Valley

left: delaney hunter is blessed by david harrison and 
richard harrison on may 19
right: avery long is blessed by david harrison and 
joseph akers on may 19
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Greetings my friends and fellow 
Christ followers. It is a privilege 
and a joy to be writing to you 
today from my new home in 

Salem, Oregon. It’s great to be back in the 
Northwest again. It was also a privilege to 
attend the 2019 World Conference in April 
as your Mission Center Financial Officer. 
It was a rich and full experience, and I 
would like to share with you some of the 
important elements of the financial health 
of Community of Christ that were shared 
during that week.
 Conference delegates were glad to 
hear, and I’m excited to share with you, 
that Community of Christ is debt free! With 
the exception of the retirement commit-
ment (see below), the church has paid all of 
its outstanding bills, is currently operating 
cash neutral (we don’t spend more than we 
tithe), and is rebuilding our endowment 
funds to provide for future financial secu-
rity. This is all very positive news. The only 
thing limiting our expansion of mission 
in the world is our own 
commitment to sharing 
generously in our tithes to 
World Church. The more 
generous we are indi-
vidually, the more we can 
collectively expand the 
church’s budgeting. Doing 
so not only increases our 
opportunities to share in 
new expressions of mission, it also helps to 
bring the retirement commitment to a suc-
cessful conclusion.
 Perhaps the most important elements 
for us to more fully understand are the 
retirement issue that is currently impact-
ing church operations in such a large way 
and the various parts of the plan to ad-
dress that. At World Conference, Mission 
Center Financial Officers and Mission 
Center Presidents were invited to a special 
presentation by the quorum of Bishops to 
further explain World Church’s financial 
position regarding covering its retirement/
pension responsibilities. There has been 
much information about this responsibility 
released over the past couple of years. (Just 
ask if you want further details, and I can 
point you in the right direction.) You may 
remember that the retirement issue centers 
on those ministers who served and built the 
church in times when previous retirement 

plans were in place. As a church, we made 
a commitment over the decades to fund the 
retirement to still nearly 1,000 full-time 
ministers. A percentage of needed dollars 
is required to be in place to ensure that the 
financial commitment of the various retire-
ment plans offered over the years can be 
met. 
 So what new information was shared? 
The Presiding Bishopric has determined 
that the best path forward is to put the full 
requirement of dollars in place to meet all 
future anticipated costs of these retirement 
expenses. A self-imposed deadline to do 
this was announced as being January 1, 
2024, which would require the raising of a 
total of 120 million dollars. Meeting that 
goal would then allow the church to put 
this issue financially behind us and free ad-
ditional funds to move the church into the 
future.
 As of June 30, 2018, 53 million of 
that 120 million dollars had been raised. 
Existing commitments to Bridge of Hope 

(the fund set to facilitate 
this effort) currently total 
more than 33 million dollars; 
however, some of those will 
not actually be dollars in the 
bank by 2024.
 How, then, do we close 
the gap? 1) It is anticipated 
that additional pledges and 
contributions to Bridge of 

Hope will continue to be made. 2) A por-
tion of the church’s annual budget will go 
to retiring this debt; paying tithing to sup-
port the full budget will allow these con-
tributions to be made. 3) The exploration 
of the sale of some historical assets will 
continue, and those proceeds will become a 
part of Bridge of Hope if a proper sale can 
take place. 4) Conversations are already 
underway with regard to how existing 
program-related church properties fit into 
congregational and mission center plans 
for mission. If there are properties that are 
no longer needed or no longer fit with lo-
cal expressions of mission, their sale will 
be considered. Finally, if we reach Janu-
ary 2024 and these efforts have not raised 
the full remaining amount, the difference 
will be borrowed at zero percent interest 
from the Affiliated Investment Pool (AIP) 
and paid back as the additional funds are 
received.

 To be certain that adequate funds will 
be available should that need arise, we 
learned that as of March 31, a minimum 
balance was imposed upon all AIP funds at 
65 percent of their total balances. Because 
this 65 percent was a snapshot taken on a 
particular date, it represents an actual dol-
lar amount that neither grows nor shrinks 
with the market. For example, if an AIP 
account had 100,000 dollars in it at the end 
of March, then only 35,000 is now avail-
able to withdraw. The minimum balance of 
65,000 dollars would remain fixed. There-
fore, if the account value should go up to 
105,000 dollars, 40,000 will be available to 
withdraw. Conversely, If the account value 
were to fall to 95,000 dollars, then only 
30,000 would be available.
 This minimum balance represents 
the absolute maximum that World Church 
may need to pay its retirement obliga-
tion. The Bishopric expects (and I also 
have confidence) that percentage will fall 
over the next few years. The self-imposed 
deadline for payment in full of the retire-
ment responsibility is January 1, 2024. So 
we can expect a new minimum balance to 
be announced each year for the next four 
years. As property sells and as bequests to 
World Church begin to come in over those 
four years, the required amount of money 
needed to meet the retirement commit-
ment will decrease. Nevertheless, I urge 
you to use caution for long-term financial 
planning. The Presiding Bishopric cannot 
guarantee the minimum balance will fall 
all the way to zero. Therefore, those of you 
who make budgets that rely on AIP draws 
(like the mission center) may need to make 
budgetary corrections for 2024 (or for years 
leading up to 2024, depending on how 
quickly the minimum balance decreases).
 If you have any questions about the 
issue, please give me a call. Mission Center 
Financial Officers have not yet been given 
specific policy to follow regarding this 
minimum, so I can’t promise you a full an-
swer, but I can promise you an honest one. 
I expect more information soon.
 In the meantime, sharing equally be-
tween local and World Church in our tithes 
is the one thing each of us can do to move 
Community of Christ forward in meeting 
this commitment and growing the 
mission of the church.

FROM THE DESK OF THE MCFO 
by Donald Welch, GPNW Mission Center Financial Officer
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discover: world conference
by Steve Pomeroy, GPNW Leadership Support Minister

Eighty-four delegates from 
GPNW journeyed to 
Independence, Missouri, 
in early April to share in 

“Discover,” the experience of the 
2019 Community of Christ World 
Conference. 
 The 2019 conference was differ-
ent from past conferences in some 
ways, and yet pleasantly familiar in 
many others. Reunion of acquain-
tances with other delegates from 
around the world was mixed with 
the opportunity to build new rela-
tionships. Celebration was in the air 
in many forms from start to finish. 
Worships were a regular part of the 
week, yet the experiences were any-
thing but regular. The 
business of the church 
was conducted in old 
and new ways that cre-
ated a stronger sense 
of delegates’ views on 
the issues and brought 
in a few technological 
glitches that required adjustment and 
flexibility to navigate. For the first 
time, many delegates followed the 
proceedings of all kinds through an 
app on their electronic devices. All in 
all, it was an amazing week!
 The week began in celebra-
tion on Friday afternoon as retiring 
church employees were honored for 
their service. A following reception 
allowed for a lot of the delegates 
to meet or reconnect at the very 
beginning of their days together. A 
beautiful Saturday morning brought 
delegates and community members 
together on the Temple World Plaza 
in a wonderful street fair atmosphere 
that began the 25th Anniversary 
Temple Dedication celebration. 
That afternoon brought a time of 
reflection, worship, and encourage-
ment that the Temple experience has 
brought into the life of the church. 
That evening, we celebrated the 
two recipients of the church’s Peace 
Award.
 Worship experiences throughout 
the week were enriched and excited 
by traditional elements and interna-

tional expressions of scripture, music, 
art, drama, and dance. The story of 
Jesus’ encounter with the woman at 
the well (from John 4) was meaning-
fully woven into the fabric of worship 
elements and the messages shared.
Business sessions addressed the 
issues before the conference with an 
increased presence of technology. 
This provided delegates with the 
opportunity to understand others’ 
positions in more meaningful ways 
and see in detail the results of votes 
taken, beyond a show of hands. It 
also produced some flexibility in tak-
ing votes due to less-than-adequate 
electronic bandwidth available in the 
conference chamber.

 Issues around priesthood 
release for cause, domes-
tic and sexual violence, 
opposing violence of all 
kinds, and making financial 
changes were addressed. 
The delegates were invited 
into conversations regarding 

communion guidelines and plans to 
provide for the Bridge of Hope that 
finances the outstanding retirement 
issue. (See story, page 4.) Asking 
delegates about their experiences, the 
May-June issue of the Herald and the 
World Church website are wonderful 
sources for exploring in greater detail 
the full scope of events and legisla-
tive actions.
 As delegates prepared to bring 
the week to a close, they were chal-
lenged by Words of Counsel by 
President Steve Veazey. He sent 
attendees back into the many parts of 
the world from which they had come 
with these words:

  Then go with conviction into 
the locations of your discipleship 
and be the peace of Christ. As you 
do, you will discover a variety of 
ways in which spiritual community 
forms and flows as expressions of 
the gospel of peace.
  Trust what is being born. Have 
faith in divine purposes. Persist in 
hope.

 All in all, it was indeed an amaz-
ing week!

irbys receive human rights 
award at world conference
byKathy Sharp, Crystal Springs Congregation

Janet and Dave Irby, Crystal Springs 
Congregation, were honored recipients of the 
International Human Rights Award for Service to 

Humanity, on April 5 at the Temple. The award is pre-
sented by the World Church Human Rights Committee 
and First Presidency to honor Community of Christ 
members working to alleviate human suffering and the 
violation of basic human rights. 
 The Irbys were recognized for their years dedi-
cated to making a positive difference in the lives of 
Spanish-speaking residents and vulnerable immigrants 
in Novato, California. With many volunteers from the 
church and community, they offered English classes, 
organized a homework club and youth group, offered 
bilingual ministry, nurtured new members, founded a 
food pantry, and advocated for their neighbors threat-
ened by deportation. 
 The story of the Novato Congregation’s mission is 
captured in Janet Irby’s memoir, making their shared 
learnings available to more members and congrega-
tions that want to extend sanctuary to “the strangers 
among us.”
 Commenting about the experience, Janet said, 
“When we are doing mission with people, not for 
people, we are woven together as family in God’s 
Kingdom.”

world conference
 gpnw moment at1

dave 
& janet irby
hold their human
rights award gift: a bowl
with a spiral design that replicates the temple spiral
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Penny Hammac and Fae Jackson 
were inspired by the Spiritual 
Formation and Companioning 
Program sponsored by Community 

of Christ. They decided to encourage a spir-
itual practice with their home congregation, 
Southridge, and proposed the planning and 
creation of an outdoor labyrinth to be built 
on Southridge property. 
 This outdoor labyrinth will be accessi-
ble at all times to members of the congrega-
tion, the mission center, and the community. 
Community of Christ members have been 
challenged by President Steve Veazey to 
“birth, nurture, and multiply communities 
of disciples and seekers engaged in spiritual 
formation.” A labyrinth is a very specific 
offering that can be used in our church and 
community for spiritual exploration and 
growth. An outdoor labyrinth is invitational 
in its very nature, and this one, in the way it 
is being designed, will encourage personal 
meditation time to nurture a spirit of peace.
 Southridge Congregation approved 
funds for this project and has received sup-
port from the mission center and World 
Church to move forward. We are hopeful 
that the labyrinth will represent our spirit 
of hospitality and promote a community of 
joy, hope, love, and peace. The labyrinth 
was designed by Dan Jackson, and the 
majority of the labor was provided by Dan 
and Les Sundstrom—thank you, Dan and 
Les!
 Please plan to devote some time later 
this summer to come and walk the laby-
rinth!

southridge 
labyrinth
by Fae Jackson, Southridge Congregation

Fairbanks and Tuality 
Congregations are the newest 
recipients of GPNW Bold Moves 
Grants. They received grants in 

the Spring 2019 cycle after providing out-
standing applications for the Bold Moves 
Committee to review. Both congregations 
are partnering with organizations in efforts 
to meet basic needs in the lives of others 
in their communities.

fairbanks congregation
 Fairbanks members recently par-
ticipated in a lunch-making program and 
discovered that the needs they were see-
ing required far more than a monthly sack 
lunch and a donated box 
of granola bars. Their 
expanded efforts will 
target two population 
groups in their commu-
nity: university students 
in need of support and a 
portion of the homeless 
population being left out 
by other services.
 Working with other 
organizations, their 
efforts will help to build 
and maintain a food 
pantry for university students, many of 
whom come from rural Alaska areas and 
battle both financial need and loneliness. 
Additionally, members will partner to 
build a more regular plan of providing 
meals to that portion of the homeless com-
munity not always included in other com-
munity programs.
 While offering food, comfort, and 
non-judgmental contact to these specific 
groups is the main goal, learning more of 
the needs of those being served and build-
ing a broader network of partners will be 
an important part of their efforts.

tuality congregation 
 Tuality Congregation is 
partnering with a non-profit 
organization, Family Promise 
of Tualatin Valley, to be a 

periodic host to homeless families. That 
organization works with four area school 
districts to address the needs of homeless 
students and their families. As a periodic 
host, Tuality will provide secure sleep-
ing space for up to four families for seven 
nights in each hosting period. (Read more 
about Family Promise at 
www.familypromiseoftv.org.)
 In addition to just providing space, 
congregation members will also have 
the opportunity to interact in a variety of 
ways with those being provided shelter 
and share activities of congregational 
life with the families. Tuality becomes a 
part of a program that relies upon about a 

dozen faith communities 
to meet this critical need 
and provide students and 
their families with a better 
chance of success.
 The Bold Moves Grants 
will provide “seed money” 
to help these congrega-
tions meet the initial 
expenses of these expres-
sions of mission that help 
to abolish poverty and end 
suffering. 

is there a bold move in your plans?
 Bold Moves Grants have been a key 
tool for the expansion of mission endeav-
ors for GPNW congregations, groups, 
and individuals since 2009. Look at those 
opportunities to partner with others or to 
discover new directions in your own com-
munities. The next Bold Moves Grants 
application deadline is October 15. 
Guidelines and application information 
are available on the mission center web-
site (www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/boldmoves) 
or by contacting Steve Pomeroy 
(spomeroy@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-457-
0739). Look at Bold Moves as you plan 

for your congrega-
tion’s future.

FAIRBANKS, TUALITY RECEIVE 
NEW BOLD MOVES GRANTS
by Steve Pomeroy, GPNW Bold Moves Chairperson

new outdoor labyrinth encourages 
spiritual practice at southridge



During the month of 
February, Woodland 
Park Congregation 
raised upwards of $1,200 

to create “Blessing Bags”—small 
kits of kindness to share Christ’s 
love to the 
homeless in our 
community. Our 
congregation 
has been work-
ing on ways to 
be the “hands 
and feet” in our 
busy world, so 
we decided to give this a try.
 Each bag was valued at around 
$15 and included items such as:
• Small travel toiletries (shampoos, 

conditioners, bar soaps, body 
wash, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
floss, comb, tissue packs, etc) 

• Small food items (bars, oatmeal 
packets, instant coffee, tea bags, 
peanuts, gum, and mints)

• A small bag of quarters for laundry
• A gallon-size collapsible, reusable 

water jug
• A small New Testament 
with a personalized note 
and scripture verses

• A mission center prayer 
card
• A list of local resources
• Some warm care items 
(socks, hand warmers, 
etc.)

 We’re pretty excited to 
see how this impacts a 

small portion of the local homeless 
population in our area. We complet-
ed 80 bags, which allowed each fam-
ily to take home approximately five 
bags to distribute as the need arises.
 Since this was our first effort, 
we’ve planned to dial in even more 
and do another campaign this fall 
before the cold weather sets in. We 
are small, but mighty!

woodland park blessing bag 
ministry
by Andrea Harrison, Woodland Park Congregation

Crystal Springs 
Congregation recently 
discerned the need to par-

ticipate in a Pride Booth at our local 
community level. We felt called to 
share that there are Christian church-
es who believe in 
including and fully 
celebrating all 
humanity. 
 On June 1, the 
congregation had 
our first experi-
ence with a booth 
at the county pride 
festival in Snohomish, Washington. 
It was an amazing day filled with 
many loving conversations, thank 
yous for showing up, and network-
ing. Our new friend Jamil from 
a local United Church of Christ 
(UCC) congregation read the copy 

of Doctine and Covenants 163:7c 
that we had displayed in our booth, 
and he told us he wanted to express 
similar thoughts when he addressed 
the crowd. He asked Karolyn Sharp 
from our pastor team, and other pas-

tors at the festival, to 
assist in serving com-
munion “on the go” to 
festival goers. When 
he spoke, he apolo-
gized on behalf of the 
Christian church for 
the pain LGBTQ peo-
ple have experienced 

at the hands of Christianity. We felt 
honored to witness that moment. 
 The congregation looks forward 
to more conversations and learning 
how we can better support our local 
LGBTQ community.

CRYSTAL’S PRIDE BOOTH
by Royleane and Steve Otteson, Crystal Springs Congregation

77

stephanie 
wigle, mark simonsen 
and suzanna simonsen graduate high school

congregational life
 moments in

cottage grove grad celebration
by Stan Simonsen
 Class of 2019 cousin graduates Stephanie Wigle, 
Eugene Congregation, and Mark and Suzanna 
Simonsen, Cottage Grove Congregation, celebrated at 
a graduation party held at Cottage Grove after the Crow 
High School graduation ceremony on June 7.

rainier valley elementary partnership
by Nancy Hylton
 Rainier Valley 
Congregation continues to 
enjoy our partnership with 
Graham Hill Elementary, 
helping load weekend 
backpack and grocery bags, 
and helping needy families 
with other necessary home 
items. We also hosted our second annual Teachers and 
Staff Appreciation Luncheon on June 17.  

garden grove’s parade of bands
by Dianne Webberley
 Garden Grove Congregation marched in our com-
munity’s Hazel Dell Parade of Bands for the first time 

on May 18. We had a great 
time and look forward to 
next year! We received 
many positive comments 
on our banner that said, 
“All Are Welcome in 
God’s Choir.” 

6
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aug. 24-25: young adult 
campout 
 All young adults are 
invited to join us for our 
first-ever summer campout 
to be held from 10 am on 
Saturday, August 24, to 12 
noon on Sunday, August 

25. We’ll play games, visit, laugh, and 
explore. In the evening we’ll enjoy a barbe-
cue and share in fireside chats with Mission 
Center President Kim Naten. Pitch up your 
tent on the Naten’s property for a fun, chill 
experience with friends! This young adult 
event is family friendly. Invite a friend!
 Cost is $10 per person and includes 
all meals and snacks. Bring a tent, lawn 
chair, lawn games (other games, too!), and 
anything else you would normally bring to 
a retreat. Register by Monday, August 19, 
at https://gpnwCofC.eventbrite.com. Event 
Contacts: Sean Langdon (slangdon@
cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-293-6366) and 
Kim Naten (knaten@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 
360-520-7646). 

sept. 14, dec. 7: mystics workshops
 You are invited to Bend, Oregon, for 
workshops of learning and prayer, Thirsting 
for God: Conversations with the Mystics, to 
be held on Saturday, September 14, and 
Saturday, December 7, from 9 am-4 pm 
at Bend Congregation. Sessions include 
“Who are the Mystics?,” “Mysticism, 
Mystics, and Me,” and Praying with the 
Mystics.” 
 Workshop facilitators are Laurie 
Gordon, Dave Brock, and Carolyn Brock. 
Morning coffee, tea, and snacks available; 
sandwich and salad lunch provided, with 
vegetarian and gluten-free options. Please 
RSVP to Carolyn (ckbrock49@gmail.com) 
if you plan to attend!

sept. 20-22: alaska retreat
 Mark your calendar now to attend the 
Alaska Retreat the weekend of September 
20-22. This annual retreat will be held at 
Camp Li-Wa. Contact Director Cheryl 
Davis (aknmom53@gmail.com, 907-388-
4692) for more information.

sept. 20-22: men’s retreat 
 Register now to attend a GPNW 
Mission Center Men’s Retreat, spon-

sored by Garden Grove 
Congregation. The retreat 
will be held the weekend of 
September 20-22 at Lewis 
River Campground. Join 
guest minister David Brock 
as we explore the theme, 
“Walking Our Journey With 
Christ.”
 Register by Friday, September 13, 
at https://gpnwCofC.eventbrite.com and 
pay at the door. Cost is $80 and includes 
snacks on Friday, all meals on Saturday, and 
breakfast on Sunday. Check-in between 5-7 
pm on Friday, and break camp at 12 noon 
on Sunday. Bring bedding. For additional 
information, contact Steve Logan (360-
907-8471, stevendlogan@aol.com).

sept. 27-29: women’s retreat
  Register now for the 2019 
GPNW Mission Center 
Women’s Retreat to be 
held at Samish Island 
Campground the weekend 
of September 27-29. This 
retreat will be inspiring, 
uplifting and fun! With 

the theme “Dancing in the Rain,” we will 
explore ways of turning those not-so-good 
days to times where all you can do is dance 
in the rain. There will be classes to choose 
from during the morning on Saturday, with 
more fun activities in the afternoon such as 
mason jar painting or a guided art canvas 
class with a finished product. There will 
also be a scavenger hunt and plenty of time 
for fellowship and laughs.
 Check-in begins at 5 pm on Friday, 
with dinner at 6 pm on Friday, and retreat 
concludes at 12 noon on Sunday with 
lunch on your own. Register by Friday, 
September 20, at https://gpnwCofC.event-
brite.com. Cost is $115 per person. For 
additional information, contact Director 
Cindie Ellwanger (wangerx4@aol.com, 
253-333-0010).

oct. 4-6: nw singles fall retreat
 Plan now to attend the Northwest 
Singles Fall Retreat on October 4-6 at 
Samish Island Campground. Contact 
Directors Susan Webber and Tom Webber 
(pray4compassion@yahoo.com, 253-370-
8840) for more information. 

oct. 4-6: young adult fall retreat
 Young adults are invited to our Fall 
Young Adult Retreat the weekend of 
October 4-6 in Minthorn Lodge at Lewis 
River Campground. We’ll explore the 
themes found in Shameless: A Sexual 
Reformation, a book by Nadia Bolz-
Weber. Through reflection and con-
versations, we’ll examine the role that 
Christianity has had on sexual ethics in 
our culture and how that has impacted our 
personal and communal 
journeys. As God’s beloved, 
we’ll begin the work 
towards releasing shame as 
we search for more healthy 
ways to see ourselves and 
those around us. 
 Join us as we face tough questions in 
community with one another. We’ll also 
have time spent in the outdoors, playing 
games, and being present to laugh and 
visit with friends. We’ll close with wor-
ship at Cowlitz Valley Congregation. Cost 
is $40 per person. Register by Sunday, 
September 29 at https://www.gpnwCofC.
eventbrite.com. Contact Co-Directors Sean 
Langdon (slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 
425-293-6366) or Daniel Rose (971-235-
1912, drose@cofchrist-gpnw.org).

oct. 18-19: caravan staff retreat
 Caravan staff will enjoy a planning 
retreat at Sunriver, Oregon over the week-
end of October 18-19. Contact Co-Director 
Jody Barnhart for more information (541-
747-6728, caravan@cofchrist-gpnw.org). 

nov. 15-17: sr. high youth retreat
 Youth in grades 8-12 will enjoy a week-
end to get away and reconnect with camp 
friends and God in the midst of the busy-
ness of a school year! Held at Lewis River 
Campground from 7 pm on November 15 
to 12 noon on November 17. 
 Early Bird fee is $75 if registered by 
Friday, October 25, or registration fee is 
$90 if registered by Friday, November 8. 
Register online now at https://gpnwCofC.
eventbrite.com. Contact Co-Directors 
(gpnwyouthretreat@cofchrist-gpnw.org) 
Jason Keesee (360-560-7700) or Dane 
Mahi (541-974-2836) for more informa-
tion. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE EVENTS!
by Karen Beckman Householder, GPNW Communications Administrator

The Greater Pacific Northwest-USA Mission Center will abound with retreats and workshops this summer and fall!
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honors & acheivements

plan now for mc conference 2019: courage to risk
by Karen Beckman Householder, GPNW Communications Administrator, with Kim Naten, GPNW Mission Center President

God, where will your Spirit lead today? Help me be fully awake and ready to respond. Grant me the courage to risk something new and 
become a blessing of your love and peace. Amen. —Mission Prayer

This year’s annual Mission 
Center Conference will be 
held Saturday, November 2, 
and Sunday, November 3, at 

Portland Congregation (4837 NE Couch 
St., Portland OR 97213). 
 Our theme is “Courage to Risk.” Our 
Mission Prayer (above), whether spoken 
or sung, has become a familiar part of our 
varied worship experiences and even our 
identity. We speak, sing, and pray these 
words, often by heart, because they reflect 
our desire as a faith community to 
be open and responsive to God’s 
guidance and direction, wherever it 
may lead. This prayer provides the 
framework for exploration: How is 
it calling and challenging us to see 
through new eyes, hear through new 
ears, and embody our understanding 
of Christ’s Mission? Are we ready,  
willing, and courageous enough to 
risk something new?
 Our guest minister will be 
Larry McGuire, President of Seventy 
Quorums 3 & 10, Western USA Mission 
Field. Conference will include lots of 
music, business, testimonies for new 
priesthood calls, ordinations, fellowship, 
and worship by and for all ages.
 We invite all to come to conference and 
join in our exploration of our theme through 
worship and session themes that challenge, 
reassure, and lead us into 2020 and beyond. 
May we come open and prepared to sing, 
speak, and experience how and where God 
is leading us, and courageously express our 
willingness to follow.

arrival & registration
 Registration will begin at 9 am on 
Saturday. This is the time to pick up name 
tags, materials, lunch tickets, and pastors’ 
gifts; visit the fundraising and information-
al table displays in the Music Room; and 
check in any children with child care.
 There is handicapped/limited mobility 
parking in the parking lot adjacent to the 
church. Others may park in the parking lot

across the street or on the street. Parking 
is limited, so please plan ahead to carpool 
when possible and allow extra time to find 
parking.

opening worship: discover where the 
spirit will lead us
 Our Opening Worship will start at 
9:30 am. Mission Center President Kim 
Naten will give opening remarks in this 
worship celebrating our gathering in com-
munity for the weekend to worship and 

share in fellowship and 
decision-making together. 
Included will be an oppor-
tunity for A Disciple’s 
Generous Response.

delegate orientation: 
become fully awake
 A Delegate Orientation 
will begin at 10:45 am to 
discuss conference business 
and allow time for ques-

tions. Review all business documents on the 
Mission Center website at www.cofchrist-
gpnw.org/conference as they become avail-
able. 

lunch fellowship & meetings
 Our lunch break, from 12-2 pm, pro-
vides time for fellowship or special group 
meetings. Reserve a catered lunch to eat in 
the building or bring your own. View the 
menu and reserve your lunch in the fall at 
https://www.gpnwCofC.eventbrite.com, or 
contact Conference Planner Jill Brunette 
(jbrunette@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-207-
8712) by 3 pm on Friday, October 25. 
 
business session & panel 
conversation
 Our afternoon Business Session, from 
2-5:30 pm, will include: 
Business Mtg. Part I: Be Ready to Respond
• Special reports, sustaining of Mission 

Center leadership, and acknowledging 
transitions

• Voting on proposed resolutions
• Consideration of the 2020 MC Budget
Panel Conversation: Risk Something New

Business Mtg. Part II: Become a Blessing
• Consideration of priesthood calls

going deeper session: 
risk something new
 Join us for this open forum aimed at 
“going deeper” into the exploration of tak-
ing courage to risk something new. This 
optional session will begin at 7:30 pm in 
the library at Portland Congregation. 

pastors’ breakfast: grant me courage
 Sunday morning, pastors are invited 
to our traditional Pastors’ Breakfast, to 
be held from 7:30-9:30 am at The Grotto 
(8840 NE Skidmore St., Portland OR 
97220). Presenters will include guest min-
ister Larry McGuire, as well as Mission 
Center President Kim Naten. Pastors, be 
sure to RSVP by Friday, October 18, once 
you have received your invitation. Space is 
limited. 

sunday worship: take courage to risk
 Join us Sunday morning from 10:30 
am-12:30 pm at Portland Congregation 
for a single, combined worship service this 
year. Guest minister Larry McGuire will 
bring the morning message. Our World 
Church priesthood candidates will be 
ordained, and the service will include the 
serving of bread and wine communion. 
An offering to defray the costs of Mission 
Center Conference will be received at this 
service. Conference will adjourn by 12:30 pm.

 preparing for conference
 It’s never too early to start preparing for 
Mission Center Conference! More informa-
tion will be provided via NewsBriefs as it 
becomes available. Here’s a quick checklist:

  Let your pastor know that you are will-
ing to be a delegate (prior to your con-
gregation's election in the fall)

  Reserve accommodations
  Register for child care (if needed)
  Volunteer to be an usher, communion 

server
  Order any printed Conference materials 
  Order a catered lunch (if desired)
  RSVP for Pastors’ Breakfast (pastors)
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GWNW CAMPGROUNDS MOVING FORWARD
lewis river campground
by Steve Logan, Board President

For approximately fourteen years, 
the Lewis River Campground 
Board has been working to com-
plete our master plan. We are at the 

point where we need to hire a contractor 
and finish the final details with the county 
and move forward. This is a big deal, since 
we are on the threshold of locking in phase 

one.
 During 
the Camp 
Summit 
Meeting 
at Happy 
Valley, Ron 
Harmon, 

Bill McFarlin, Kim Naten, Tony Fardell, 
Eli Cronbaugh, Les Sundstrom and I met 
and discussed how to move forward into 
the next chapter of the incredible journey 
of Lewis River Campground. I’m happy 
to report that we are collectively moving 
forward to complete a dream that has been 
the driving force since this journey started 
in 1948. The vision, dreams, and prayers 
of those before us are being fulfilled due to 
many who have shared their dream and fol-
lowed in their footsteps.
 Since 1948, many people have guided 
and managed the growth of this sacred 
space. The consistent theme has always 
been to promote spiritual growth for all 
who set foot on the grounds. The Board of 
Directors feels very fortunate and honored 
to be called upon to guide our progress and 
promote Community of Christ in southwest 
Washington in 2019.
 Please join us by supporting our vision 
in any way that you can, especially in 
prayer. We will 
move forward as 
God blesses our 
journey.
 We believe 
that God contin-
ues to guide us forward, as in the past, to 
build a place where all who seek spiritual 
direction will find it at this wonderful place 
we call Lewis River Campground.

samish island campground
by Jim Fish, Board President
 Samish Island Campground continues 
to be a place appreciated by all who visit, 
and all who visit find that they have had 
a renewal and uplift. This was verified by 

the new surveys that we had participants 
fill out after their retreat ended last year. 
The results were very encouraging, in that 
the enjoyment of each visit had been very 
positive, and a few ideas for improvements 
were provided. The grounds have never 
looked better in years thanks to caretakers 
John and Sandy VanDerWalker, and food 
service manager Shawna Custer.
 Last September, Eric Meinke and crew 
of Cross Creek Construction replaced the 
siding on the back of the CFC building 
with Hardy Board and did a fantastic job. It 
should now withstand the sun and weather 
much better. Eric will be back later this year 
to clean and paint the rest of the building.
 Also late last year, the campground 
made a donation to the Samish Flower 
Fund to help preserve about 37 acres 
of land from being developed. This 
land was fairly close to the camp-
ground property, and development 
would have had a dramatic effect on 
the wildlife in the area. Our dona-
tion was given at a time when addi-
tional fund-matching was in effect, 
so it was effectively doubled.
 Our work week this past May brought 
many helping hands to work on projects 
and the normal yealry cleaning. One of 
the days, there were close to 40 individu-
als working. The gazebo, which has been 
plagued with birds nesting, now has a new 
ceiling and lighting. The ceiling is made 
from the cedar that was harvested last year 
and cut into lumber. Cabins A1, C1, and D1 
were completely remodeled to provide a 
bigger front window and new door, electri-
cal panel, wallboard, paint, bunk beds, and 
mattresses.
 As always, there’s much more to the 

Samish Campground story, 
like the new baby deer and 
much more. But don’t take 
my word for it; come and 
see for yourself!

camp remote
by Doug Rouse, Board President
 The Camp Remote Board has elected 
new officers to serve for 2019, with Doug 
Rouse, from Eugene Congregation, 
selected to serve as President. Mike Grohs 
retired from board last fall, and we thank 
him for his many years of involvement with 
Camp Remote and acknowledge his many 
contributions in making it the campground 
that it is today. Many thanks, Mike!

 It has been another busy year at 
Remote. The board has approved some 
major renovations and repairs to the facili-
ties. The Board of Directors would like to 
acknowledge the incredible job that Mike 
King is doing as manager of Camp Remote. 
This is a new position for him and for us, 
and we are learning on the job but doing it 
really well. Our on-site caretakers, Jeremi 
and Raelyn, have also taken on new roles, 
and we are most pleased with them. They 
are another incredible asset to our Camp 
Remote staff. Another new member of our 
management team is our Mission Center 
Financial Officer Donald Welch, who has 
given us valuable guidance and helped the 
board transition to a new system of man-
agement. The board would like to thank 

Donald for his interest and 
involvement in our camp-
ground and look forward to 
his continued guidance.
 Mike King has presented 
us with some new ideas as 
to the possibilities and chal-
lenges facing Camp Remote 
in the future. The Board 

of Directors is bringing the campground 
management and finances in line with the 
church’s guidelines and directives. With 
Mike’s help, we are investigating new pos-
sibilities and opportunities to expand our 
exposure to the group camping community. 
In some respects, Camp Remote has been a 
well-kept secret, and we are in the process 
of changing that to include organizations 
seeking a venue that has up-to-date facili-
ties and a very beautiful setting. To that 
end, the board is excited about the future 
prospects for our beautiful campground. 
 The possibilities are only attainable 
if we receive more volunteer help. Camp 
Remote is a nonprofit organization that 
has a very limited staff. The bulk of the 
clean-up, cleaning, and preparation for 
camps relies on volunteers. We need con-
tinued help from the membership within 
our “cluster” (i.e. Bend, Cottage Grove, 
Eugene, Myrtle Point, Redmond, Rogue 
Valley, and Roseburg). If you live within 
the boundaries of these congregations and 
beyond, consider volunteering your time 
and talents to help keep Camp Remote via-
ble for present and future generations. We 
look forward to seeing you and others in the 
future!
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The mission is ready to get 
underway! We had five 
very successful huddles, 
and we understand fully 

what our mission is:

• Invite People to Christ
• Abolish Poverty, End Suffering
• Pursue Peace on Earth
• Develop Disciples to Serve
• Experience Congregations in 

Mission

 Sixteen youth and nine staff 
are ready and willing to do all those 
things as the bus pulls out June 22 
from Eugene 
Congregation. 
Our mis-
sion will take 
us down to 
California to 
Sacramento, 
Upland, 
Canoga Park, 
and Suisun 
Valley congre-
gations, and 
then back up to 
our own Rogue Valley Congregation 
and ending with the final program 
back at Eugene Congregation on 
June 30, with a Papa’s Pizza fund-
raiser to follow.
 Not only will we feed the home-
less in Laguna Beach, but we will 
work at the Catholic Community 
Services in Canoga Park. There, we 
will “Make Mission Real.” We will 
also do some sightseeing in Laguna 
Beach, San Francisco, the Redwoods, 
and at Knott’s Berry Farm in Buena 
Park.

Travis Rees, from Salem 
Congregation, wrote this year’s 
program, which focuses on—you 
guessed it—the five Mission 
Initiatives. Every Caravan youth

has a part in the production, from 
the many sound effects to agents 
and our very important prop per-
sonnel. When you come to see our 
program at Eugene or Rogue Valley 
congregations, be prepared to both 
laugh and understand the Mission 
Initiatives more fully. The program 
has a little bit of the 1960’s televi-
sion series Get Smart and a spoof of 
the 1960’s/1970’s television series 
Mission: Impossible. Personally, my 
favorite character is Piggie Smalls. 
He’s loud, and everyone loves him 
so much that they almost love him to 
death!

plan now for caravan 2020
 I hope you’re thinking about 
Caravan 2020. The week-long trip 
will be June 20-28, and we are work-
ing on the location as this is written. 
Huddles will begin in January, and 
they are mandatory. If your congre-
gation would be willing to host a 
huddle, please contact give Jody or 
Troy Barnhart (caravan@cofchrist-
gpnw.org, 541-747-6728), and we 
will try to put you on the huddle rota-
tion. We do our best to have huddles 
close to Caravan youth from all over 
the mission center. Our 
staff retreat will be held in 
October, where we plan the 
huddles and trip and pass 
out job duties. 
 Your mission, if you 
so choose to accept it, is 
to join Caravan 2020 and 
“Make Mission Real!”

caravan ready to take on 
“mission: possible!” 
by Jody Barnhart, Caravan Co-Director

caravan 2019 youth and staff

111111111111

evangelist 
cathy boyer blesses 
each lewis river campground board member

mission center life
 moments in

1
3

2
3

campground blessing by Steve Logan
 Lewis River Campground is turning a page to 
another chapter. On March 16, Evangelists Cathy 
Boyer and Laurie Sharpe presided over a blessing of 
the Board of Directors, as well as of the grounds. Cathy 
blessed the board collectively and each board member 
individually. Laurie blessed the grounds. Both drew 
from their personal spirituality and background and 
truly made it a very special time in the ongoing journey 
of the campground. We have been blessed!

sew ‘n’ sews 
by Susan Gregory
 Quilters from Bend and 
Redmond congregations have 
been meeting once a week for 
many years to work on quilts 
that they then give away to 
organizations that provide 
assistance to those in need.

university place in mission by David Graybill
 University Place Congregation members 
participated in the 2019 Hunger Walk sponsored by 

the Emergency Food Network and 
Associated Ministries. The University 
Place team raised over 600 dollars to 
help feed the area’s hungry. In addition 
to participating annually in this 
event, the congregation also regularly 
supports the University Place Food 
Bank with cash and food donations.

  11



12

We proclaim Jesus Christ
and promote communities
of joy, hope, love and peace.
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invite people to christ
Genesis Ellis—Crystal Springs
Mykka Ellis—Crystal Springs
Sophia Evans—Garden Grove
Kelly Jones—Salem
Tyler Keesee—Garden Grove
Tami Kenaley—Salem
Donald Mayne—Crystal Springs
Alberto Meier—Garden Grove
Ava Mills—Salem

Below are recently reported baptisms and confirmations in the GPNW Mission Center:

top row, left to right: 
sophia evans, tyler keesee,  

alberto meier

bottom row, left to right:
mykka ellis, genesis ellis, 

ava mills
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